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PRCS Is Coming???

Valuable New Personal
Radio Service is
Threatened —

FCC Must Be

Turned Around!

Washington, DC — After conlerring
with officials at the Federal Communi-
cations Commission, members of the
REACT FCC Comment Committee
cannot be confident that the Personal
Radio Communication Service(PRCS)
will be authorized by the Federal Com-
munications Commission.

Once again, personal radio users are
being outshouted by the commercial
interests whose products and services
cost more and are less available to the
majority of the American public.

Relatively few people are aware that
they may be “ripped off™ by actions of
the Federal Communication Com-
mission which will award valuable
radio spectrum allocations to those
people who will resell it to the business
users who can afford it, thus restricting
the general public from access to these
facilities,

PRCS offers the average citizen
greater access 1o current communica-
tions technology than any other radio
service previously available. There is
still time . . . If REACT members and
others interested in access to high-
technology, and usable radio frequencies,
make this information known to the
proper authorities. With your help, we
may be able to turn this situation
around.

Most REACT members are experi-
enced in Citizens Band Radio and a
growing number of REACT members
arc using General Mobile Radio Ser-
vice (GMRS) to fulfill personal and

WASHINGTON, DC — Gerald H. Resse, Executive Direclor

Personal Radlo Communications Service

of REACT International, shown using experimentsl modelof '

in suto-

mobile. Communications divect from the vehicle to another vehicle, and to anywhere via
telaphone inter-connect was demonsirated. Reese sald, "PRCS s the Personal Radio System

we've slways wanled."”

————————

organizational communications needs.
CB radio has the advantage of pro-
viding contact with everyone who has
Citizens Band Radio. GMRS permits
effective, relatively private, organiza-
tional communications, at a higher cost
level.

PRCS combines the privacy and
quality of communication available
through GMRS with the public access
of CB while adding the benefits of
direct telephone interconnect. The cost
will be approximately one-half the cost
of GMRS!

—

Il you consider yourselfl to be a loyal
REACT member, and have an interest
in the future of communications in the
United States and Canada, you will be
highly interested in reviewing the entire
contents of this special issue of The
REACTer, cover-to-cover.

Your knowledgeable understanding
of the situation, and your thoughtful
response, as suggested herein, may
make it possible for all of North
America to enjoy a more effective and
responsive personal radio service in the
future.
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Notes from Northbrook

by Executive Director Gerald H. Reese

-
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Special To Every REACT Member:

| am excited! | have just experienced the hands-on use of a new Personal Com-
munications Radio Service mobile unit,

I talked from an automobile through a telephone, to a third party usinga PRCS
radio operating on an Experimental Licensc. This also can be used as & direct person-
to-person communications via a selective call ona tekphone-like handset toanother
radio user.

The system includes two party-line channels for vehicle-to-vehicle use or calling
to any station.

This is all possible if the Personal Communications Radio Service & adopted as
proposed in FCC docket no. 83-26.

We reported on this in the September-October 1984 issue of The REACTer (page
1, at the bottom of the page above the picture of the Daytona Beach convention
group). You should have received that publication before you received this Special
Issue,

During my recent visit to Washington, | was given a demonstration of this new
radio system. | thought of every REACT member that I've talked to who has com-
plained of all the problems they have in monitoring CB Channel 9. Noise! Harrass-
ment! Skip! Profanity! | believe that this system can solve many, if not all of the
problems.

PRCS provides a system that is inherently quicter duc to the frequency and its FM
mode.

It is also quicter because the system has full selective call using a telephone-type
touch pad. You tell your (ricnds your optional call number (it could be your telephone
number), and you call others whose call signals are known to you. The PRCS radio
automatically sclects an unused channel . . . a completely private communications
channel.

Other significant advantages of this system and how REACT would utilize them
are detailed in this special issue of The REACTer. This is another reason why we ask
you to read it cover-{o-cover.

After you have read this, if you agree that PRCS is the greatest innovation avail-
able to personal radio users, ever, then please help everyone in REACT and all
personal radio users.

Heres what we hope youll do. Write a letter describing your own interests and
reasons for wanting to have PRCS. Address that ketter to the Honorable Timothy
Wirth, Chairman, House Subcommittee on Telecommunications, Rayburn House
Office Building. Room B-331, Washington, DC 20515.

In addition, send a copy of that letter to REACT Headquarters, Please tell
Congressman Wirth w/yr he should relay information to Chairman Mark Fowler
of the Federal Communication Commission asking for the Personal Radio Com-
munication Service as described in FCC docket 83226, to be adopted by the Federal
Communications Commission.

As we said, send this to Congressman Wirth with a copy to REACT headquarters, In
addition, contact all of the organizations with whom you work ona local basis, such
as March of Dimes, Special Olympics, AAA, MADD, Red Cross, Salvation Army,
police, fire and other local government agencies. Explain to them how the adoption
of PRCSwill help you provide greater public service communications to your com-
munity and stress the urgency of their reply.

If you need additional copies of this publication to circulate to other organizations
in your arca, or to the important agencics that may help in any way, please Jet us
know and we will send them to you, or directly to them, immediately.

Your help in this project is vital to the REACT organization and every individual
who wants to enjoy better personal radio communications in the future. Thank you
for your thoughtful consideration and assistance!

Questions and
Answers about
PRCS

Q. How will PRCS affect my communi-
cations on CB and GMRS?

A, The issue before the FCC is a “pro-
posal for a new personal radio service.
This is neither imtended nor is it ex-
pected 1o replace CB or GMRS. You
will be able to use your presemt radios
even if PRCS is adopred.

Q. What will we lose if PRCS is turned
down?

A. PRCS offers the only oppornumity
Sfor many vears, if ever again, to get this
kind of high quality personal radio
service at an affordable price. Remem-
ber that PRCS offers high quality conr-
munications, with private line capabili-
1. repeater extension of range, inrer-
connect 1o the welephone system, and
party line channels for applications
similar to CB Channel 9. This is all
available at an affordable cost, If PRCS
is not adopred ai this time, it means that
the frequencies will be assigned to
another radio service and will no
longer be available for a PRCS. We
will then have 1o wair uniil additional
Jrequencies are available sometime later
on in the future if we are ever 1o get a
similar quality radio service.

Q. How will my letter influence the
Fce?

A. Your letter 10 Congressman Wirth,
Chairman of the Communications Sub-
commirtiee in the House will have great
influence on the FCC. The Congress
provides oversight of the FCC and con-
trols appropriations of operating funds
to the Commission. Copies sent (o
REACT Headgquarters will also be
made available 10 kev individuals at the
Commission to ensure that thev are
aware of vour support as an individual
and as a member of REACT. We need
the strength of numbers on this issue
Jrom REACT members and other con-
sumers (o offset the heavyweight lob-
bying conducted by business initerests
competing for the frequencies we wanl
and need for PRCS! Write 1oday!
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Features of PRCS for REACT Members

The proposed Personal Radio Com-
munication Service offers a number of
features which will be of particular
interest to REACT members.,

1. At 900 MHz in the FM mode, com-
munications will be truly short range
(no skip) and it will be quicter, and
cleaner sounding. As good, or better
than GMRS.

2. 133 channcls are proposed within
this service, Five channcls are designated
for control channels and authorized
only for the transmission of digitally
encoded signals necessary (0 establish
communications with another channel,
including awtomatic transmitter identi-
fication of the originating radio.

3. 30 channels are designated as Local
Talk Channels or LTC's and are

authorized only for transmissions
directly from one user station to
another unit user station using duplex
mode on these frequencics. This is
where you will have the code call of the
other radio user (or unit of your station)
and will call them directly from your
radio to their radio. 96 channcls are
designated Repeater Talk Channels or
RTC's and are authorized only for
transmissions from a user station to a
repeater station (on the low channel
frequency only) or from a repeater
station to a uscr station (on the high
channel frequency) to conduct user-
station Lo user-station communications.

4. Two simplex frequencics are desig-
nated Party Line Channels or “PLC™
and are authorized only for trans-
missions from one user station to one
or more user stations, This is the area
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that s most comparable 1o CB where
people are sharing the same frequency.

How would PRCS work for REACT?

1. Users can talk to other users on the
Party Linc Channcls when traveling
away from home operating arca for
travel information, road assistance,
accident reports, ctc. This is the open
channel type of operations that REACT
Teams can monitor, We have suggested
to the FCC that instead of two such
channels, four channels may be re-
quired. We also suggested designating
onc channel for “calling and cmer-
gencies.” This is the channcl the
REACT Teams would monitor, and we
would encourage police, and other of-
ficial agencies to monitor as well,

2. Motorists could report Impaired
Driver Alent of erratic driving behavior,
and REACT Teams could help police
intercept drunk drivers or il drivers
as we do now under this program. En-
hanced communications capabilities of
PRCS, coupled with the privacy of
selective calling: makes the whole ap-
plication of the Impaired Driver Alert
program more useable, more practical
and more effective.

3. REACT Teams could work with
local authorities to assure contact
through PRCS by having REACT
volunteers monitor the Party Line
Channels. Where dialing 9-1<1 is not
possible through PRCS-telephone
interconnect this could be vital. The
development of a national protocol for
emergency calls is entirely feasible. This
could be somcething like the 0911 we
used with the prefix of the state and K
(two letter state ID) — 091) for CB
contacts to state police and highway
patrol agency. Development of such a
protocol in PRCS is totally feasible,
appropriate and natural. This would
permit Jaw enforcement and REACT
Teams to work together 10 monitor
PRCS channels 1o insure intercept of
emergency calls reporting accidents,
crimes in progress, Impaired Driver
Alert, and all other calls now handled
on CB Channel 9.

4. REACT Teams can monitor “party
line” PRCS channels for fire or accident
emergency calls, promptly relaying the
information to police, fire or ambulance
services (where those authorities do not
monitor the frequencics themselves) as
they have been doing for more than 20

e (Continued on page 4)
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5. Establish procedures to assist law
enforcement agencies using a local™talk
channel™ on PRCS in conjunction with
patrol activities in local “neighborhood
watch”™ programs.

6. Use the trunking capabilities of
PRCS 1o aid disaster reliel activitics
when regular telephone lines are not
available. This is somcthing that is
unique with PRCS. A trunked (sclective
call) radio system available to all
citizens that will not be affected by
the tekephone system when a disaster
makes telephones inoperative. Specific
call signals can be used for cach agency
involved . . . police, fire, EOC, Red
Cross, REACT, Salvation Army, etc.

7. Continue 1o support local civil
activities such as: Charity Fund drives
of March of Dimes. American Cancer
Society and others. provide public
safely communications at fairs, parades,
children’s sports, tournaments, special
olympics competitions, ctc. with high
quality communications that the tech-
nology of PRCS will permit with
greater reliability and quality than arc
available in a Citizen Band Radio
Service — or GMRS.

In summation, PRCS fulfills the ob-
jective of a cost effective personal radio
service that we have all sought for many

years.

The simple fact is, that the technology
to pul this system in effect has been
thoroughly developed and proven in
ficld tests. The details of regulations,
rule-making and operational instruc-
tions have alrcady been published by
the FCC in proposed ruke making under

General Docket no, 83-26. REACT of-
ficials and leaders have used the equip-
ment and know that it will work. All

that is needed is the “stamp of approval™

of the Federal Communications
Commission.

Your help 1s needed to put the pres-
surce behind that stamp of approval 1o
make it so that it may appear legibly,
and clearly on that proposal and that
you, and I, and all REACT members
and others interested in cffective
personal communications can be using
the system sometime between now and
1986,

We cant guarantee that your action
now will assure that we will get PRCS.
However, your inaction now will ensure
that we will never get PRCS!

Wont you help to make PRCS the
new, cffective, user communication
system that we all have been looking for
since REACT was started in 1962!
Write 1o Congressman Tim Wirth and
send a copy to REACT International.

Honorable Timothy Wirth

Chairman, House Committee on
Telecommunications

Rayburn House Office Building.
Room B-331

Washington, DC 20515

If You Are Uncertain What To Do
About PRCS, Please Read This . . .

REACT members have been dream-
ing of a better, more useful personal
radio service for many years. |fadopted,
PRCS will provide more effective com-
munications for personal, business and

applications at affordable
costs. Adoption of PRCS will inno way
change your present ability to use your
CB and/or GMRS radio.

It will be of great importance to the
American people, to REACT and per-
haps to your children and grandchildren!

You don't have to send any moncy
(we mean it)! Only your voice in the
form of a letter is needed, but time is of
the cssence! This matter s on the FCC
agenda for November 21, 1984. Your
letter must arrive in Washington no
later than November 14th! Even if you
sent a letler Lo your own congressman,

REACT International

First Class
3653 Woodhead Drive ® Northbrook, lllinois 60062 U.S. Postago
POSTMASTER: If not deliverable, do not return. PAID

(TIMELY MATERIAL — DO NOT DELAY!)

Northbrook, IL 60052
Pormit No, 445

please send another Jetter to Chairman
Wirth — now!

Please write today and ask your fel-
low REACTers, friends and ncighbors
1o write as well. Get on your favoritie CB
channel and ask for support. Thank you
for helping. on behalf of all REACT
members.

REACT FCC Comment Committee
Ron Mayes, Chairman
Sedgwick County REACT
Member of REACT International
! Board of Directors;
Tom Bowling,

National Capitol REACT;
Nat Maryn,
National Capitol REACT;
Robert Stone,
REACT International Board
of Directors

REACT Teams Have Option...

if PRCS Is Adopted

Assuming PRCS becomes a reality, you
will not be obligated to purchase the eguip-
ment to remain active in REACT. It will be
some time before a great mumber of wsers
have the equipment and CB and GMRS will
continue 1o be useful.

As PRCS grows in popularity, it will be
natural for many REACTers to add that
equipment. Under recently adopted policy of
the REACT Board of Directors, Teams have
the option of conducting volunteer public
service communication in any one or all ser-
vices — CB, GMRS, Amateur or others,
such as PRCS, that may become available in
the future.

NOTE: This publication i made possible by
special additionsl funding. This activity bas
the full backing of the REACT International
Board of Directors and Forum Officers.




