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Team Contact Directories Available
A new year - a new format

Members have been asking for
an updated Team Contact Directlory for
some time. One suggestion was that
rather than producing it as a bound
book, ithe printedon 8 172" x 117 pages
that could be placed in a Team Man-
agement Notebook or i separale note-
book.

The [irst version of this type of
Team Contact Directory was presented
at the 1996 Convention. It was vp-lo-
date as of July. If you or your Team
would like a copy, they are being sold
for $2.00 1o cover copying and postage
COStS.

Toensure that your Team is prop-
erly represenied, check the capabilities

By Bonnie Zygmunt, Vice President |

sheet returned with your Team's [irst
delivery of membership cards. This
sheet shows the Team name, address,
available radio systems, President’s
name and any contact phone or fax
numbers. Il any of this information is
nol carrect be sure o contact the RE-
ACT office right away.

Another area o check on the
capabilities sheet is to sec il the correct
Charter date is listed. This is not used
for the Team Contact Directory, but is
whail is wsed Lo create the Anniversary
Certificates introduced in Spring 1996.
Before Anniversary Certificates are
printed in 1997 make sure your correct
charter date is in the REACT database.

If your Tewm made good use of
the “checkbook™ size of the older Team
Contact Directories and would like to
see them produced again, et a Board
member or the Office Manager know.
REACT doesn’t want o print a large |
quantity of books il they are just going
(o be taking up space in the warchouse
and become outdated before they can |
be used.

Ancw 8 1727 x 11" 1997 Direc-
tory is planned for printing once the
renewal period is completed (approxi- |
mately April 1997), Make sure your
Team’s information is listed as you
would like it to appear.

Holiday Greetings from the Pacific Northwest

By Dawn Humphrey, Public Relations
Washington/Oregon REACT Council

The Washington/Oregon RE-
ACT Council wishes to extend a great
big appreciative “Thank You!" toall of
you who helped make our 1996 Con-
vention one of the most memorable
occasions ever!

We were blessed with good
weather, very few “glitches™ and most
of all; the [riendly cooperative spirit
and helplulness of the two-state area
lcams.

We had co-chairpersons, who lent
their expertise, and co-mingled the
strengths and abilities ol each of the
tcam volunteers, so successfully that

no one felt neither burdened nor left
out. The focus was on the common
goal - to put on the best convention we
possibly could and come out in the
black linancially.

In this person”s humble opinion,
we accomplished our purpose! We
hope you all concur, and all future
hosts will use our example and focus on
each other’s strengths and overlook the
[railties, in order o promote the best
possible results.

No one individual is unimportant
in this world’s economy. Everyonc has
at least one unique gift, he or she can

contribute for the good of all'! Be
willing to look for it and use it appre-
ciatively!

As the Holidays approach, we
look back over our accomplishments;
our post convention wrip-up, and our
bi-annual state(s) meeting with the
knowledge that, be it public service,
fund-raising, or hosting a convention,
WE CANDOIT! WE'VE DONE IT!
And WE'RE STILL FOCUSEDR on
REACT'SFUTURE INPIBLIC SER-
VICE!

Thank’s Again! Happy Holi-
days! It couldn’t bave happened with-
out you!

THI. REACTER
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An exciting and demanding
time for St. Thomas REACT

" *
e

“We are grateful for our success
but we cannot afford o relax. Each
year brings new challenges, and with
them, new opportunities. We must
mainiain our current training programs
and start new ones in order to serve in
an increasing variety of community
events,” stated Mary-Ellen Hicknell,
President of St. Thomas REACT, Inc.
#4760. “Our greatest concern right
now is to replace some of our radio
equipment which has become worn out

from constant vse. QOur radio equip-
ment is vital to provide safety support
services in our community.”™

Carman Greig of Elgin Encamp-
ment #20 of the Intemational Order of
Oddfellows kicked off St. Thomas
REACT, Inc.’s fund-raising campaign
with a $1,000.00 donation. Their gen-
erous donation was used to purchase
three portable FM radios at a greatly
discounted price from Callmore Com-
munications.

From left 1o right is
Carman Greig,
Fund-raising
Comymninee
Chairman for

Elgin Encampment
#20 - International
Order of Oddfellows,
Mary-Ellen Hicknell,
President and Harold
Hedden. Community
Action Coordinator
both of St. Thomas
REACT, Inc. #4760,

Send your articles
and photos to
REACT Headquarters
for inclusion in
the REACTer!

ql




Racing...Lawnmowers?

For the past couple of years, you
may have caught a news story conceri-
ing the houtest new “sport”..racing
riding lawnmowers. In 1996, Prime
Sports provided a half hour show, and
Inside Edition had a mower and driver
in the STA-BIL Nationals, in Rock-
ford, IL. One of the many regional
races might have been held near you
during the past years.

What does this have to do with
REACT? For the past two years, RE-
ACT Services Diversified, Team 4813,
has provided the F & C {flagging and
communications) for the STA-BIL
Nationals, bringing nearly 125 years of
high speed road racing experience to
the dirt track constructed especially for
the mowers. Don’t be fooled by the
mowers, [olks. The drivers remove the
blades, and can make changes in the
suspension, but cannot change the en-
gine, and are capable of speeds in ex-
cess of forty miles per hour!

Race Day starts early for RE-
ACT volunteers. Chief Technical In-
spector Jon Hiltibran, along with assis-
tants John Schuoltz, and Ken Ranta ex-
amine each mower for conformance to
the rules for the racing class, and for the
required salely equipment - helmet,
gloves, racing coal, shoes, etc. Pad-
dock Marshall Henry Sahler and assis-

By Bill Simpson

REACT Services Diversified #4813, Wisconsin

Starter Lon Hiltibran hands checker flag to race winner while
Assistant Chief Starter Dave Rothschild and Chief Steward Bili Simpson watch.

tant Jefl Parrish insure thal the drivers
are available for time trials and races.
Pit Marshall Jim Rissell checks each
driver again for correct safety gear, and
releases the drivers for practice or “seat
time”. Under the watchiul eyes of
corner workers Rey Rodriguez and
Cherish Dukowitz (Turn 1), Barbara
Behmeke (on loan [rom Southwest RE-
ACT) and Karen Blickle (Tum 2),
Renee Turner and Casey Smith (Turn

The starting grid just after the green flag.

3), and Rick Van Hom and David
Blickle (Tum 4}, each class practices
for fifteen minultes, then releases the
track to the next of the three classes.
Stock, meaning ‘lake the blade off and
drive!’, Prepared, which allows some
modification to the gearing, and Fac-
tory Experimental, whichadds changes
to the suspension and steering, as well
as gear changes.

During the moming, each driver
is given an opportunity to race against
the clock, and determine the speed of
the mower, which in turn, determines
the grid position for each race. This is
done with a professional timing clock,
which measures the speed to the tenth
of amile per hour. Dan Mack assisted
with timing and scoring.

By 2:00 p.m., everyone has
teched, timed and practiced, and the
wheel-to-wheel racing begins! The
REACT communication team straps

THE REACTER




on the radios ready for work. Mowers
in each class are placed in specific
locations by Grid Marshall Wayne
Spencer, and turnedover toChief Starter
Lou Hiltibran, and Assistant Starter
Dave Rothschild for the LaMans Style
start. The drivers must RUN across the
track, leap on the mowers, start them,
and RACE!! Team photographers
Shayne Segarand Merle Brenner catch
the action on both still and video for
posterity, and Saundra Diliberti logs
all significant radio tralfic during each
race. Chief Sieward Bill Simpson over-
sees the entire venue, and watches for
racing violations as well as positions
during each event. Carron Rodriguez
and son Kenny watch from the seats for
an overall view.

The action is furious, with some
very good racing.  Accidents are not
uncommon, but are seldom serious,
and the mowers involved are uprighted,
or pulled out of the hay bales which
surround the track, and the drivers con-
tinue their quest for a rophy! REACT
volunteers have the best seats in the
house, and know hat the experience
and expertise of the crew is vital for the
safety of the drivers.

RSD uses GMRS simplex for
much of the communications at the
track. This year we experimented suc-

.
oo
L] &

" N

cessfully with the 49 Mhz headsets as
an alternative form of communication,
used in conjunction with GMRS, Ama-
teur on simplex, and VHF itinerant. Of
the 32 radios in usc at the event, 25
were Maxons. In this high noise envi-
ronment, it is essential that speaker
mics and carplugs be used.

The STA-BIL Nationals are
sponsored by Gold Eagle Products and
the DIXIE CHOPPER, through the aus-
pices of the U.S. Lawn Mower Racing
Association, a not-for-profit organiza-

TR
T8

Tech Inspection from lefl ro right is Jeff Parrish, John Schultz and Jon Hiltibran.

T R

RSD Presidemt Rick

Van Horn with check
presented to ALS Board
member Rick Hinel.

ton. Theentry leesforthe
Nationals are donated (o
the Les Tumer ALS Foun-
dation forrescarchintoLou
Gehrigs disease. Not only
does RSD #4813 provide
volunteers for track action
and salety, adonation from
the commer workers is sent to the ALS
Foundation!

Informationisavailable concern-
ing regional races which will be near
your ared. Check it out!

Last year regional races were
held in Decatur, AL; Benton Harbor,
MI; Sillwater, OK; Costa Mesa, CA;
Cut Bank, MT; Liberal, KS; Cleve-
land, OH; and Havrede Grace, MD.
Even if you doa’t want 10 wear while
and have a yellow flag, iU’ s fun to watch
mowers go [ast!

Donations Deserve
Recognition

In Memory of...

John Wesley Kelly, Michi-
gan REACTer past away on March
17, 1996 in Muskegon. Besides his
membership and devotion to RE-
ACT, John touched many hearts
through his work on the Muskegon
County Sheriff's Department,
Goodwill Industries and the L.C.
Walker Arena.

A donation of $50.00 was
presented in John's name by Jack-
son County REACT, Jackson,
Michigan,




New REACT Team
offers support for community

Suarting a new group is not easy.
No one said it would be. T guess it just
takes time and motivation.

REACT Harvey County #4951
receivedit's charteron March 22, 1996,
We started out with seven members
and have only recruited one member
since, the new wile of one of the origi-

nal members. Trying (o get new mem-
bers has been kind of discouraging but
we keep trying to think of new ways to
ect the public’s attention. Summerisa
very busy time of the year and hope-
tully this fall will be more productive.

Our Feam has been very busy, so
far, with a couple of bake sales in April
and May. Also in April, the two local
newspapers came to REACT Harvey |
County Headquarters to interview our  =aras
officers lor leature articles. One ol the

REACT Harvey Conmy #4951 recriits new members at
Harvey County Fair. in Newton, Kansas on August 2. 1996,

By Randall G. Balzer, President
REACT Harvey County #4951,
Halstead, Kansas

The town of Halstead.
Kansas supporis ils

new REACT Team and
May s REACT \onth,

by displaying informaton
on the communizy sign.

newspapers also printed an
article in May publicizing
REACT Month.

July was also very
busy as we had an entry in
the Harvey County Fzir Pa-
rade and an information
booth on the fair grounds.
We also provided the com-
munications for the 4-11
. Torse Show. This wasn’ta

ol very big event but the 4-H

people were very thankful

and this gave us some experience under

our belts. We ligured it wouldn™t hurt

to start small since we are a small group

and any experience and exposure will
help get the word out.

In AuguslL we entered the
“Halstead Old Settlers™ parade and won
Ist Place and 350 in the non-profit
organization group. This day was very
hectic as it rained alt day, a total of 4 to
5 inches in around 12 hours. We were
all soaked but had a fun time anyway!
We were going to have an information
booth at the car show in the afternoon
but didn’t because of the weather. The
next weekend we had an info booth at
the “Hooterville Mud Run”, an event
where owners of 4X4 vehicles try to
drive through the mud “pit™.

One more parade and celebration
was planned for September, the

THE REACTLER




Sedgwick “Fall Festival™.

Hopefully all of this exposurc
will generate more interest and mem-
bers with more help and ideas to make
REACT Harvey County #4951 a better
and more organized public service or-

aanization.

If any REACTers have any sug- — ; 1 ek
gestions o offer, we would really ap- gy fsaii, T mHiome
preciate them. Our Headquariers is s ! i . s, UIRAAG g

located at: REACT Harvey County
#4951, H)25 S. Mission Rd., Halstead,
KS 67056.

Editors Note: The Publicizing
REACT column featured in eacl issue
of the magacine offers a wide variety of
ideas for both new and old teams to 1se
in helping get the REACT name out. Aembers of REACT Harvey County #4951 prepares
Another good source is the Team Man- Jor parade at Harvey County Fair in Newton, Kansas
agement Novrebook, which edach RE-

ACT Team has. Don't forget...
renewals are now due...

mail them in early to

yualify for the
Calendar OvaentS 1997 REACT Renewal Lottery!

November 16, 1996 - Arizona State Council Meeting. For further details

please conlact a council representative. RE A CTWE AR

November 16-17, 1996 - Florida Council of REACT Teams meeting,

hosted by REACT of Hillsborough County #4909, Conuwct a council or * Lined Jackets

team representative for further details, e Unlined Jackets

November 23, 1996 - Ontario REACT Council Meeting. Contacta council e Summer Caps

representative for further details. e Winter Caps

December 1, 1996 - Deadline for article and advertising submission for the ¢ Long Sleeve Shirts

REACTer magazine. * Short Sleeve Shirts

February 1, 1997 - Deadline for article and advertising submission for 1/ie

REACTer magazine. Contact:

April 1, 1997 - Deadline for article and advertising submission for the

REACTer magazine. ADVENTURES IN
MARKETING

May, 1997 - REACT Month. Mark your calendars and start now planning N |
your events! 1117 Timbercreek Drive

July 14-17, 1997 - 1997 REACT Intemnational C tion, Toront Allen, TX 75002
July =1/, - > nemanona onvenuon, loronlo,
Ontario. Further detils in the REACTer and Team Topics. 1-800-727-0779

Fax (214) 713-2460

Editars Nate: Mail yorur meeting dales to Headguarters for inclusion in this column.

THE REACTER




Communication challenge...
REACT saves the day on “675”

Editors Note: Mr. West is well known electronics editor for RADIO!
Magazine, Popular Communications, Nuts & Bolts, NMEA News, Worldwide
News, Y11 Magazine, 73 Magazine and CQ Magazine as well as many others.
Gordon is also an advent supporter of the REACT organization and its members.
The following article is excerpted, with permission, from a recent article that
appeared in Popular Communications.

As an example of being commu-
nications-prepared, last Janvary dur-
ing the Blizzard of "96, my plane was
forced to land at a snow-covered De-
troit airport, nearly out of jet fuel. We
were told it would be a six-hour wait

before we could Lixi from the tarmac to
a gate for refueling. Airchannels were
clogged, and there was no availabic
air-phone system up and operational.
No cellular phone onboard would roam
in this area.

Youthoice For 1996!

AR - 136 : 144 -148 MHZ AR - 446: 430 - 450 MHZ
= RY: 125 - 179 MHZ * R 400 -480 MHZ

« 50/10/S W = 35/10/5W

 Multi mtlion OTMF Microphone

e (T(SS Encode/Detode

© 40 Memorys/Cell Chennel

» (hannel No. Display

® Puging

FULL 1 YEAR Y/ARRANTY

*Tx. Freq. Expands for Export Usa.

AY -200 VHF AT - 400 UHF Handheld Tronceivers

AT - 200/HP : 2.5/5W AT - 400/HP:

= [44-148 MHZ o TX 430 - 450 MHZ
* RX 130 - §79 MHZ o RX 400 - 480 MHZ
(TS5 ENCODE/DECODE

® ) Mamories/Coll Chonnel

= Poging *® Small Size

» Backlit LCD & DTMF Pod ’
A

R.K. LEEF Tel:(714) 770-9501  Fax:{714) 770-0299

By Gordon West, WB6NOA

I figured 1 could get some com-
munications out on local amateur radio
repeaters, but couldn’t find any re-
peater activity that 1 could break into
from the inside antenna. Error No. 1 -
not having a cellphone with roam; Er-
ror No. 2 - not having a repeater direc-
Lory with me.

My handheld was programmed
for REACT emergency and travelers
assistance channel 462.675/467.675
dupiex. UHF frequencies have a much
better shot in getting out of a tiny

airplane window. The captain
gave me permission (0 use my
handheld onboard, so | gave it a
try and immediately brought up a
repeater after trying several dif-
ferentCTCSS tones. 1 was grected
by a [riendly Detroit REACT op-
erator who promptly handled
some priority messages (o my
distunt Red Cross assignment, and
also gave me the up-codes for
accessing several repeater sys-
tems that could easily reach our
stranded position at the Detroit
airport.  Switching over 10 the
Edison Amateur Radio Club re-
peater system on the 440 MHz
ham band, local radio operators
took tums handling incoming and
outgoing traffic to those of us
stuck out in the snow.

But without the universal

675" GMRS syslem for travel-

ers aid and emergencies through-

out the country, it would have
been extremely difficult 10 get
hooked into someone who was
knowledgeable about the local
radio network. When you apply
for your GMRS license, you not
only receive one channel of your

THE REACTER




choice, but also receive this travelers
assistance channel for use throughout
the country for information and emer-
gencies. And so you don’t need o
fumble for which tone to encode, ob-
tain a copy of the GMRS National
Repeater Guide through the Personal

Radio Steering Group computer bulle-
tin board system at (313) 995-2100.
The data is both full-sized text files and
in PKZIP compressed files organized
by state. PRSG updates the 675" and
all repeater listings every other week.
All emergency respo Iders are encour-

agedtojoinand receive their bi-monthly
newsletter, Personal Radio Exchange.
for $30 a year.

So next time you head o a new
area, take along that FCC type-accepted
commercial frequency-agile handheld,
and prepare for any communication
challenge.

Fitness for NiCads

Keeping fit matters! You, and
your NiCad batteries, need to be in top
shape.

REACT emergency communi-
cators often get litle warning. Sud-
denly, a call-out comes out of the biue.
Both youand your radios must be ready
10 go al a moment’s notice. Are you?

Handheld CB, GMRS, or Ama-
teurradiosare invaluable to REACTers,
in emergencies or at events. NiCad
batterics are standard equipment in
GMRS or ham handheids. CB
handhelds accept NiCad or alkaline
power cells.

Mobile Radio Technology
(MRT) reports that NiCads can save
REACTers gfeat gobs of money. While
alkaline batteries are usable once only,
property maintained NiCads can be re-
charged 1,500 times. “Properly main-
tained” are the key words here.

“Exercise” Essential

NiCuds need “exercise”, MRT
stresses, “Exercise” means a complete
discharge of the battery. You must
drain the battery of its power once each
month. (It's casy. Just turn the radio
on. Letitsit overnight or longer.) The
rest of the month, routine re-churging
is all that is needed.

“Exercise” once each month

THE REACTER
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helps your NiCad to avoid building up
"memory”. Memory is a chemical
process within the battery. Memory
prevents a NiCad from holding a full
charge. It will fail sooner than normal,
leaving your handheld without power.

The longer the interval you allow
between *“exercise”, the more
"memory” the NiCad will develep.
Eventually, it will hold so little charge
that it will be useless. Now is the time
to act.

Not the End

NiCads are costly. If yours no
longer holds a charge as long as it
shouid, don’itoss it out. There’s hope.

Head for your Team’s [riendly
radio tech. He likely has a battery
analyzer. It can “recondition™ your
NiCad to make it like new again.

Consult him as soon as you real-
ize your NiCad is dying lasler than it
should after re-charging, despite
monthty “exercise™. If you delay, your
NiCad will buiid up somuch “memory”
the battery analyzer won’t be able to
remedy it.

It Works

Just as correct use of CB Emer-
gency Channe! 9 works, so proper
NiCad maintenance works. Itstands to
reason.

GTE proved it lately, with help
from the US Navy. GTE monitored

handhelds on the USS Eisenhower,
George Washington and Ponce. Al
began the test with new NiCads.

Handhelds on each ship were di-
vided into three groups, MRT explains.
Group A wasre-charged. Group B also
got monthly “exercise”™. Group C was
“reconditioned™ too.

The results?  Within the first
year, 45% of Group A (re-charge only)
had to be replaced. In Group B (re-
charge andmonthly exercise) onlty 15%
had 1o be replaced. Of Group C (re-
charge and monthly exercise and re-
condition) only 5% had to be replaced.
All whree ships produced the same re-
sults.

Be Impressive

Exercise monthly can cut battery
failure by two-thirds. What a simple
way to save moncy and increase the
reliability of your REACT handhelds.

Reconditioning cuts bauery lail-
ure again by {two-thirds. You can see
from the GTE test how valuable and
effective proper NiCad maintenance is
to you and your Team. It couldn’t be
easier or cheaper.

Reliability is critical to your
REACT Team's reputation. Properly
maintained NiCads will boost your re-
liability. That is what the authorities
your Team supports will require. Give
it to them.

And, do yourself a favor in the
process.
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Thanks for all your help!

I wish to thank all those who
helpedin my absence at this past year’s
REACT International Convention, |
have done what I coultd by tetephone 1o
support the Convention Committee,
the Office State and the Attendecs.
From behind the scenes through the
Newsletter Contest and K40 Awards. |
wis hoping to see and meet all the
friends I have made over the past years
and meet newones. | heard it was quite
a time. | am still (rying 10 move our
organization forward...[from Fred
Lanshe, Public Relations Committee
Chair. |

Slogan Winner

“Time to ACT
Join REACT”

Frank Cohen, member of RE-
ACT of Hillsborough County #4909 in
Tampa, Florida has won the Slogan
Contest. Frank has won an insulated

Jjug set from the PR Committee. Ku-

dos...

REACT Note Cards

A new PR wol for REACTers
was unveiled at our 1996 Convention.
Detegate response was excellent. Sates
were brisk.

The new nole card is all-purpose.
It shows a large REACT logo on the
cover. The rest of the card is blank to
allow the widest range of usc (c.g.

+ DIP switch programmable

+ CTCSS encoder

«67 010 2035 2

+ May be ardered with
cusiom lones

SS-Z!ZPA Encoder
x13x 4

$5-32PA DIP Switch Programmable €TCSS Encoder

» 51 CTCSS Tones
= 106 DCS Codes

« Repeater CW ID

TP-3200 Shared Repeater Tone Panel DCS & DTMF

TP-320080 Table Top Version $269.95 each

TP-3200RM-A Single Rack Mount version  $279.85 each
* TP-3200RM-B Triple Rack Mount version  $279.95 each

*Helds up 1o three TP-3200s 1

Call or write to {

receive our full
Product Catalog

$28.95

« Supports 157 Repeater Subscribers
= On-Line Computer Help

= Alr Time Loading & Analysis Graphs
» S'gnalling Formats: GTCSS

+ Fully enclosed CTCSS5
encader

670102035 h2

« Periect for mobile /
base applications

TE-32
525" x 33 x1.7*

TE-32 Mulii-Tone CTCSS Encader $49.95

» Eight proprammahla,
selectabla messages

* Fuiy tield programmable
via included keypad

« Meets all FCC

Identilication requirements

iD-8 Aulomatic Marse Code Identifier
185 x112°x 35
11-8 Automalic Morze Station ldentilier $89.95
BOMMUNIGAHDNS SPECIALISTS, INC.

--1'26 WEST TAFT AVENUE « ORANGE CA 026659296

(7141 995-3021 » FAX(714) 974-3420
Entire 1).5.A, (800) B54-0547 + FAX (B00) 850-0547

Publicizing REACT

By Fred Lanshe, Pennsylvania
and Ron McCracken, Ontario

thank-you, get-well, invitation, etc.).
Cost is low at 10 for $2.50 plus
shipping! Order a good supply. Offer
them to Team members. Put this new
PR ool to work for your Team. Fast,

Which Internet Address?

Even iis Internet address can be
valuable PR for your Team, Choose it
carefully. Let it work for you.

Focus on two factors: 1) Place
REACT as carly in your Internet ad-
dress as possible. 2) Keep your lnternet
address brief.

Check REACT addresses already
in use on the Internet.  Notice how
some stand out? The best ones observe
the criteria above. Model your Team’s
address on them. Remember to show
your name as REACT, nol react.

Congratulations to ail those PR-
conscious REACT Teams already on

the Internet with great addresses,
Review your Team's choice. s it
the best?

Il not, change it quickly. Get
all the PR mileage from it for your
Team that you can. You deserve it.

REACT Back-Pack

Need a back-pack to help tote
your equipment? Prince George
County REACT, Maryland, has de-
veloped one. They had it at Con-
vention.

ltis orange, roomy, and sports
an imprinted REACT logo. It also
features a single, white reflective

bar for your salety.

THI: REACTER




To obtain a single back-pack,
! contact Norm Kaplan, 2605 Loma St.,
i Silver Springs, MD 20002-4841 or
(301) 619-7021. Cost is $17.50, plus
shipping,

Teams or Councils needing a
guantity (24 minimum) can contact the
supplier: Wild Wallets, 3044 S. Or-
ange, Sanla Ana, CA 92707, or (800)
367-4666,

Congratutations to Prince George
County REACT for adding another
equipment ilem uscful to Teams. Has
your Team/Council pionecred an item
others could use? Let the PRC know.
Send us details. Everyone will benefit,

“Scouting” New Members

Has your Team contacted local
Scout Troops? Offer them a speaker.
| Demonstrate your radio equipment and

communications skills.
Encourige the Scouts lojoin your
i Team. We need new, young blood in a
' new REACT for a new century. RE-
| ACTand Scouting share common goals
| and roles. Capitatize on these respon-
sible youths to rejuvenate your Team.

Safety Break “Times”

Sidety Breaks on non-holiday
weekends? Why not?

Nothing succeeds like success.
Some Teams reported at Convention
thaat their Safety Breaks are so popular

Be there
for them...

MONITOR
CB9

they now hold them regularty, hotiday
wceekend or not.  An idea your Team
can try.

Be sure (o issue REACT's “Get-
ting Help™ leallet at yous every Safety
Break. Help the pablie’learn CB safety
1oo. :

“It’s Not the Light that Counts”

Our theme this year is:
“Be A Star-Brighten the future”

Itearned a1 long time ago, that the
light we see from the stars actualty left
those stars perhaps tens of thousands of
years ago. Yet, we see that light for the
first time as we gaze skyward, for it has
taken time to travel, to persist, and o
become a beacon - a source of naviga-
tion, perhaps, or a basis for a dream or
i new dea.

But it"’s not the light that counts.
Rather, it is (he energy which the str

aenecrates, because without the con-
tinuous burst, the light cannot be re-
leased for travel.  And, more impor-
tant, what counts is the energy released
Irom a constant stir. 1t is unlike the
novi, which burns very brightly, but
for only a short time - then dics, never
1o be scen again.

So it must be with REACT. We
are i successful emergency service or-
ganization, whose endless source of
encrgy has gencrated tight - a beacon - |
for those we serve, lor nearly 35 years
Our challenge s to be a constant source
of hope for our communities and the
neceds we fulfill. To be that constant,
each of us, regardless ol the office we
hotd, or the committee we chair, or the
place we occupy at our Team mectings,
must strive to Achieve Reul Success -
Sustained Success.

Thus, we become the source of
energy, through the help we give, and
evolve into a constant star, through our
personat effort to keep REACT going.

New REACT
Teams Chartered

Kings Arca REACT
LeMoore, California (Kings County)
August 30, 1996

Jessamine County REACT
Nichotasville, Kentucky (Jessamine County)
August 29, 1996

Southwest Washington REACT Team
Otympia, Washington (Thurston County)
October 1, 1996

REACT International wishes to exiend a warm welcome
to all new REACT Teams chartered in 19967




1997 REACT International
Convention Update...

Hello o all REACT members...

My name is Ron Faulkner, I am
the Chairperson for the 1997 REACT
Intemational Convention. Many regu-
lar convention attendees will know me
as one of the two loudmouth Canadians
{sorry Pam). | keep promoting Canada
and what we have (o offer. Well, now
is the time Tor me (o put your money
where my mouthis (and my pride of my
country).

The convention is to be held at
the Intemational Plaza Hotel and Con-
ference Centre, 655 Dixon Road
{Etobicoke) Toronto, Ontario MOW
1J4. For reservations call 1-800-668-
3656 or call the hotel direct at (416)
244-1711. The hotel is just 5 minutes
from the airport and is in the final
stages of a twenty million dollar reno-
vation.

At the time of this writing the
central registration center only has in-
formation for June 1997. However, the
room rate per night lor the convention
sturts at $75.00 (Canadian) before June
15, 1997, after that date the room rate
may raise (o the regular rate starting at
5156.00 (Canadian). These rates are
good forone week before and one week
after the convention.

I would like 10 introduce you to
the concept of an inexpensive conven-
tion. How can this be done you might
ask?

First: When you decide to come
to Toronto for the 1997 Convention
you will automatically receive a dis-
count on all prices marked in Canadian
Funds, when using United States dol-
lars. (Approximately 30% of this is a
variable rate of exchange). If you wish
1o exchange your money before attend-
ing the convention be careful to watch
the exchange rate and buy when the
Canadian dollar is at a LOW point to

- maximize yourdollar. (Example-$1.00

1J.S. Funds = $1.30 Canadian Funds).

Second: We arc offering a pre-
payment plan where you may pay in
installments for all convention spon-
sored expenses. With the final install-
ment to be paid at (ime of registration
check in,

Third: You will notice that the
rate for one night is less than half of the
regular rale. Plus when you factor in
the exchange rate the room rate drops
to approximately $50.00-355.00 per
night (if paid in U.S. dollars). Please
keep in mind that your hotel stalement
will not show $550.00, but the $75.(04}
rate. However, it may show the ex-
change.

Fourth: The Day Trip will be to
see the wonder of Niagara Falls. The
$30.00 rate is for the motor coach
{(handicapped accessible) to wake us to
the Niagara arca for a tour of Niagam-
on-the-Lake. Then on to the Niagara
Parkway for an enjoyable and scenic
wrip southward to the Falls, where you
will be allowed to tour at will. Many of
the sights are FREE, or you can take the
Niagara People Mover 1o different
sights, where there may be charges for
entry.

Lunch will be on your own, start-
ing from McDonald’s to the top of the
Skylon Tower (Summit Suite Dining
Room, the ultimate in buffet-style din-
ing for breaktast, lunch and dinner), or
the Minolia Tower (both which look
over the Falls). II there is enough
interest we will try o negotiate a spe-
cial rate for dinner in the Skylon
Tower’s revolving dinning room, (775
feet above the Falls).

Yes, the motor coach will retum
you to the hotel, it you remember 10 be
on time for the retum trip.

Ontario is home to many excit-
ing eveats, a rich history and many
world class buildings. For example,

the world’s tallest free standing build-
ing, the C.N. Towerand the first domed
stadium with a retracuable roof, both on
the shores of Lake Ontario.

The Toronto Blue Jays, Toronto
Maple Leafs, Toronlo Argonauts,
Toronto Raptors, and the Molson Indy
are just some of the major league sports
1o be seen in Toronlo.

Onmtario is also the home of the
first recorded baseball game in North
America. With the Baseball Hall of
Fame moving w0 a new home in Si.
Mary’s, the Football Hall of Fame in
Hamilton and the Hockey Hall of Fame
in Toronto, there is a lot for the sports
tan 10 ke in.

For the scientific, there is the
Science Centre, and the Royal Ontario
Muscuom.

There are many movie cinemas,
theaters, opera, ballet, rock and coun-
try concerts, Canada’s Wonderland and
the Metro Toronto Zoo.

As you can see there is more 1o
see and do in Toronto and the rest of
Oantario. You will need more than three
weeks (o see everything and attend the
convention.

I will be tclling you more about
the convention in the next REACTer,
for example - entering through Canada
Customs.

Until then if you have any ques-
tions please feel free o send a letier or
fax to me and I will ury to get the
answers as quickly as possible.

Ron Faulkner

¢/o Ontario 1997 REACT
International Convention
P.O. Box 215
Woodstock, Ontario

N4S 7W8

Phone (519) 539-6922
Fax (519) 539-6130

THE REACTER




1997 REACT® International Convention
Toronto Ontario
JULY 21 1o 26 1997

sScend 10: 1997 REACT Intl. Convention
PO BOX 215 WOODSTOCK. ON N4S-TW8 PHONE (519)530-5922

SECTION 1. NAME/ADDRESS CONVENTION FILE #:

PLEASE PFRINT OR TYFE: ONE FERSON PER FPORM FLEASE: PLEASE COMPLETE AS MUCH OF THIS PORM AS POSSIBLE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE/PROVINCE COUNTRY
POSTAL/ZIP CODE PHONE ( ) -

IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY CONTACTNAME_______ PHONE_ ]

LIFE MEMBER # COUNCIL AFFILIATION
TEAM CHARTER # TEAM NAME

FOR SAKE OF COORDINATION, NUMBER OF PERSONS IN PARTY

SECTION 2. CONVENTION REGISTRATION (U.S Funds)
PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE

CONVENTION REGISTRATION IS $60.00 {$95.00 ¥ OrF s1TE) PER PERSON §
AFTER MAY 1, 1997 REGISTRATION 18 $75.00 {$110.00 1F OfF SITE} PER PERSON

NUMBER US funde
ADDITIONAL CONVENTION PICTURES @ $12.00 ]
AMATEUR RADIO BREAKFAST @ $15.00 .
AMATEUR PICTURES @ $§12.00 s -
CONVENTION SIORTS
S M L XL YO0 00 Y __ @ s2000 s
LIFE MEMBER DINNER @ S25.00 s
LIFE MEMBER PICTUNES @ si12.00 [
ADDITIONAL BANOQUET TICKETS @ $30.00 ]
AWARDS LUNCH @ $20.00 $
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED [including registration) 3
DIETARY REQUESTS OR REQUIRMENTS Vegetarian Diabetic Other —
Medical Disabilitiea’Restrictions
SECTION 3. TRAVEL INFORMATION
I/we will arrive by: Terminal (Airline}1 _ 2 38 __
AIRLINE Flight # Date Time AM/PM
BUS # Dats Time AM/PM Location
PERSONAL VEHICLE Arrival Date Time AM/PM
TRAIN # Date Time AM/PM Location
1/we will uss a rental car at Convention _ Please provide transportation from T erminal

i/we will depait- By type of Transportation
Date Time AM/PM Fiom Location

THE REACTER

‘JINVYN

)" :ANOHd

(

# NVIL

TIDNNOD




SECTION 4. CONVENTION COMMUNICATIONS

Service: AMATEUR B GMRS
O & 22 462.000 {141.3} *

{(Simplex)
* 402.075 not to be used
No other GMRS freq. can be used

Frequencies: [
FCC Call Signs: s S e
Unit designators:

SECTION 5. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Prior Internadonal Conventions you have attended:

1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982
1983 1984 1085 1986 1987 1988 1080
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

SECTION 6. HOTEL INFORMATION

Torouts

Tnternational Plaza
Hotel & Conference Center
655 Dixon Road, Toronto, Ontario, Canada MOW- 1.J4
(416) 244-1711 FAX (416) 244-8031
Toll Free (800) 668-3656

CANADIAN Funds
Room Rates: 1-2 persons: $75 Single/Double After June 15 1997
3-4 persons: $95 Triple/Quad Regular Rates may apply

Rates ONE week before - ONE week sfier Convention

SECTION 7. TOUR
Niagara Falls @ ¢ 30.00 Total

SECTION 8. OTHER

Child care services will be provided please list # and ages of any children that
are coming with you

(POSSIBLE CHARGES MAY APPLY)
Any questions you may have for the 1997 Convention Committee ?

FHE REACTTR




Boy, it's been a number of years
since that's been in the title of a
REACTer article. It was first intro-
duced when Judy had the column ten
years ag0o, and she let me use it after she
gave up the column. The same rules
apply now...the success of the column
depends on YOUR participation. 1
don’t know what you want to hear
about unless 1 hear from YOU! Other
committee leaders have the option of
writing about amateur, or about
CB...I'm going toreserve the rest of the
spectrum for US...GMRS, FRS, Busi-
ness Band, 49 Mhz, or anything elsc
you wiant Lo discuss.

For the record, I've been on the
radio since 1964, when I got my first
CB call (KCF7177), and my first ham
call (WN4ATE). My first GMRS call,
KAD7146 was allowed to expire, since
| Iwasablew use Judy's call.. KADY669,
- with all f{requencies inclusive of

462.600) 1o 462.700 Mhz. Currently, 1
slill hold N9NMT, and have monitored
in excessof 100,000 hours on CB Chan-
nel 9. 1 wrole several columns for the
C8 Rudio magazine, which ceased
publication in July. I have always
prided myself in the fact that 1 have
ALWAY S responded toguestions from
readers, both directly, and through the
column.

With all that out of the way, let’s
gel down to business...

By now, you should know that
| the “Family Radio Service” is a done
deal. Of course, many of us knew that
this would happen even as the paper-
waork hit the sireets. There was simply
too much BIG BUSINESS behind the
proposal, and the politicians
involved... Texas, and Wisconsin, to
name some of the principals...rolled

THE RIZACTER

GMRS...Rx

over, without knowing most of the
problems involved. Of course, we can
take a great deal of the blame our-
selves, since we did not respond to the
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
{(NPRM).

In 1986, when the FCC revised
the Rules for the GMRS, and elimi-
nated business licensing [ screamed for
organizations to make changes before
the deadline...and NOT to make
changes afier the expiration date. At
least ten Councils and twelve Teams
wrole, five years liater, stating that they
were about 1o lose the (Team) (Coun-
cil) license, and could | make any sug-
gestions o save it. My only answer at
that time was, I told you not 1o do
that!!!”, and my only thought at this
time is, ~you should have responded to
the NPRM!!!I™

In any case, Family Radio Ser-
vice is in place. This authorizes trans-
ceivers (o be sold with no license, no
training, and no responsibility on the
part of the user. Radios will be low
power with a no-gain integral antenna,
transmitling on the 467.yyyand 462.yyy
split frequencies. The echnology de-
manded by the FCC should prevent
interference on the repeater channels,
but users should carefully monitor the
frequencies for unauthorized access
from FRS users.

I discovered another available
radio use recently...the 49 Mhz head-
sets sold by Maxon, Midland, and Ra-
dio Shack. Our Team has several
projects which require simplex opera-
tion on the GMRS band, with which we
have had great success over the years.
We began experimenting with the 49
Mhz headsets in early March, using a
couple of Maxon units, along with one

By Bill Simpson, Chairperson
GMRS Committee

by Radio Shack. We discovered that
the little fow power units worked great,
as long as we didn’t stretch the dis-
tance. We first spotted the little head-
sets years ago, and were not impressed
at the time...but times do change. These
new units are effective, have multiple
channels available, and offer hands
free operation, if needed. Foraparking
lot detail, for example, or any project
that is confined to a small area, these
are an ideal addition to the myriad
radios available for REACT use.

The REACTer
is available on
audio cassette tape
for the blind.

Certain conditions
and costs are involved.

For further details

please contact:

Kathleen Coyne
Recording
for the Blind, Inc.
404 W. 30th Street
Austin, TX 78705
(512) 477-9390




Visiting Mark Twain REACT

Visiting with the Mark Twain
REACT Team, in Waynesville, Mis-
sourd, as George Griffith, Unit #135 of
the Gatew:iy REACT Team in St. Louis,
has come to realize, vwsually means
more than sitting around the table with
a cup of coffee.

Several Mark Twain REACT
Team members are also volunteer fire
fighters. A good relationship has been
developed between the two organiza-
tions as well as other emergency ser-
vice agencies in the area,

During George’s first visit with
the Mark Twain Team, on November
1Oth, 1995, the team was called out for
weather watch duty. Little did any of
the team realize, especially George,
that it would tum out to be a very
unusual night. While the team mem-
bers were responding to their assigned
locations the reports started (o come in
over the radios. Several tornados were
sighed in the area. One struck a boat
factory, a Walmart and several other
buildings in neighboring Lebanon,
Missouri resulting in severe damage o
the town, Luckily, there were no seri-
ous injuries. Almost every possible
type of weather was experienced that
evening, from a warm sunny after-
noon, to tornados, torrential rain, sleet
and then snow, all in an eight hour
period,

Even with all thathe experienced

that evening, or maybe because of i,
George left with a smile and vowed to
visit the team again soon.

True to his word, George's next
visit came on the day after Thanksgiv-
ing, November 24th, 1995. George
arrived late in the evening and spent the
night with Mark Twain REACT mem-
ber Lawson (Smitty) Smith, Unit #32.
George awakened early the nextmormn-
ing (6:00 am.) by Unit #32°s Fire

Department pager.

\ Being the adventur-

‘ ous type, George de-

cided to accompany

Smitty on his re-

sponse to a call for a

brush fire not know-

ing that a more seri-

ous emergency would keep him from
ever making it to the fire.

While alsoresponding to the fire,
Mark Twain REACT Unit #17, Billy
Miller, heard a faint call on CB Chan-
net 9 that he thought was asking for
help at a traffic accident on the inter-
state. Unit #17 tried several times but
could not make contact with the person
calling. Since Unit #17 knew that he
had already passed the location of the
possible acci-
dent and not
even being sure
there was one,
he radioed (o
Unit #15, Erdc
Price, to check
the area as he
came up the
highway on the
way to the fire.

Unit #15
and his wife,

By Eric D. Price
Mark Twain REACT #C336
Waynesville, Missouri

Unit #21 Karin Price, both recently
completed the Missouri state certifica-
tion as Emergency Medical Care First
Responders were also responding (o
the fire. As they approached the area of
the possible accident they managed to
spot the wrecked pickup in the ditch,
off the side of the road.

Unit #15 attempted to call in the
accident and request additional help
but due to being down in a valley were
unable to reach anyone. As Unit #15
wenl to start treating the driver of the
pickup, who had been thrown out of the
vehicle when it had rolted over, Unit
#21 continued to try to get help. Using
the C.L.LP. method, Unit#21 was heard
by both Unit #17 and Unit #32 who
along with our visitor, George, was
coming up on the scene.

While Unit #32 utilized his cel-
lular phone o call for an ambulance
and additional help, George proceeded
o the scene and assisted Units #15 and
#21 with caring for the patient.

The team work that Mark Twain
REACT prides itself on was highly
evident that morning. With very liule
communication between them, every-
one knew what had to be done and




jumped right in, even George. While
Units #15, #21 and George were tend-
ing to the patient, Unit #32 manned the
radio, relaying information and direc-
tions to the responding ambulance and
assisted them and the Highway Patrol
with equipment once they arrived.

Due to the critical injuries of the
driver of the pickup, Unit 15 was asked
by the ambulance crew to continue
assisting them in the ambulance on the
way to the hospital (20 miles away).
George being there was a blessing once
again, for he got volunteered to drive
Unit 157s truck to the hospital.

Unfortunately, it was later
learned, that despite the heroic efforts
of everyone there that mormning, the
patient died in the emergency room.
The emergency room doctor and the
ambulance crew both swuated that the
professional manner in which the RE-
ACT Team had handled things at the
scene had at least given the man a
| highting chance. Our condolences go
i out to the man's fumily, we only wish
that we could have done more.

George managed to finish off
this visiton a happier note. The follow-
ing day he helped the Mark Twain
Team control traffic for the city of St.
Robert’s Annual Christmas Parade.
Which was also a great honor to the
team since Dixie Lee Banks, Unit #18,
our assistant Team Chief, was the Grand
Marshal for the parade. The parade
organizers stated that they wanted to
show their appreciation for all that the
team does for the community. You
looked great Dixie!

Well, George headed home, once
again promising toreturmn the next week-
end to help us with the Waynesville
City Christmas Parade.

It just goes to show, when you
visil the Mark Twain REACT Team,
be prepared for anything. From the
i normal calls for hetp on CB Channel 9

to the not so normal, like a plane land-
. ing on the interstate (see page 9 of the
. July/August, 1996 issue), 1o Search
and Rescue missions, motor vehicle
accidents and fires. You never know
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whalt your visit might lead you to!
The team is getting their emer-
gency equipment ready for George's
next visit, disaster seems to follow
him! Just kidding George, you and

¥
<

anyone else is more than welcome to
“VISIT WITH THE MARK TWAIN
REACT TEAM™ anytime, just be pre-
pared!

I think we might adopt him!

Team Renewals
Were Recently Mailed...

Send your members dues
in and qualify for some great prizes
in the 1997 REACT Renewal Lottery!

Life Member Corner

The Life Member Direclories
should have been received by all Life
Members by now. If you have not
received your directory please let me
know. I will sce that one is placed in
the mail for you, I would also like to
thank those of you who sent money to
me to help on the costs of printing and
the mailing of these directories.

As you all know, [ sent out ques-
tionnaires to all Life Members that
were not at the convention, or that
directories were picked up for at con-
vention. Of the 343 that were sent out
I received back information from 140.
Of thosc 140, there were 8 recent ad-
dress changes, 8 with no forwarding
address, 4 reported deceased, 2 requests
to be dropped from mailing lists, 1
name change (married) and 5 that sent
inother miscellaneous information such
as amateur call signs and e-mail ad-
dresses.

The Board of Directors has in-
formed me that the item put before
them by the Life Membership Com-

mittee in open session at the Conven-
tion, was rescinded by the Board. They
failed however, to tell me by what
count.

Below is a list of our newest Lite
Members. Let’s all give them a great
big welcome:

LM #500

Ed Bullock
Southwestern REACT of
San Diego #C475
California

LM #510

Gregory Peters

Prince George’s County REACT #2106
Maryland

REACTfully;
R.T. Gamble, LM 226

Chairperson of the
Life Membership Committee




Team #4948 reacts to hazardous
material accident

On July 26, 1996, at approxi-
mately 1900 hours, REACT Team
#4948 re-

ceived first
notice of a
hazardous
malterials in-
cidenton I-74
westbound in
Western
Hamilton County (Whitewater Town-
ship) involving two tractor-trailers.
One of the trucks was carrying sulfu-
ric acid, and the other wis carrying
ammeoniz,

Team President, Mike Rolfes,
wits enroute to the scene to report (o
the Sherift™s supervisor in charge to
advise him that we had approximately
10-12 units available to assist with
tratfic control and to provide motor-
ists with aliernate routes. However,
prior to reaching the command post,
| came upon a dangerous sitvation of
vehicles turning around on the inter-
state and driving the
wrong way. So, I
¢lected to stop and
block the exist ramp
with my vehicle to
preventan additional
accident nolitying
the deputies via CB
Channel 9 of my ac-
tion.

Shortly afier
that, a sheriff’s
deputy arrived at Lhe
scene, and we were
able to establish a
betterroadblock with
both of our cars and
using a combination

of road flares and cones,

Fhad the deputy advise the super-
visor of the availability of the addi-
tional units. At that time 3 additional
REACT units were requested, Our
dispatcher was notified, who in turn
notified our field operations officer.

By Michael P. Rolfes, President

OH-KY-IN REACT, Inc. #4948

Three members were dispatched o the
scene. While the three additional units
were enroute, they were advised 1o
whom they were to report.

Approximatety 10 Fire/EMS de-
partments from southwest Ohio and
southeastern Indiana, the FERMCO
Hazardous Materials unit, and the
Hamilton County HazMat truck re-
sponded to the scene. They were able
to quickly contain the spill of the mate-
rials by dumping sand on the material.

However, the interstate remained
closed from 1900 hours until 0400 hours
Sunday morning. The REACT units
remained on Whe scene to assist the
deputies and provide directions for mo-
torists for alternate routes until 0300
hours.

Units that responded to the inci-
dent were: Michael Rolfes, Al Long,
Larry Roth, Nellie Franken, and Steven
Cohn. Assisting via dispatching were
Bob Stolze and John Schmitt.




Approaching Alternative-Fueled
Vehicle Crashes

First responders and public safery
personnel who arrive on scene of an
alternative-fueled vehicle crash should

be able 1o identify the specific type of

Juel involved and secure the scene so
investigative procedures and rescue
work can begin. The first people on the
scene also need to know when to call
Jor trained personnel equipped with
proper protective gear for assistance.
The objective of this article is to pro-
tect the responders at the scene, occi-
pants of the vehicles and bystanders.

These are the key features and
emergency approach procedures for five
of the most common types of alterna-
tive-fueled vehicles (AFV),

For first responders at the scene,
the first objective is to identify the
specific type of alternative-fueled ve-
hicte. Look for special fuel ports,
distinctive profiles, and any written
markings on the vehicle [as shown
below].

Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)
and

Compressed Natural Gas (CNG)

Locate the fuel source -- Most
LPG or CNG vehicle containers will be
found in
the trunk
area, under
the side
panel of a
van or
school bus,
on the

By James J. Onder, Ph.D.

Office of Enforcement and Emergency Services
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

frame, or in the bed of a pick up truck.

Handling emergency
incidents -- If the vehicle is not on tire
and no obvious leak is detected, stabi-
lize and secure the vehicle by setting
the brake, utilizing wheel chocks or
other forms of cribbing as needed. Then
turn off the vehicle's ignition and turn
the gas cylinder valve handle 1o the
“off” position.

It the vehicle is on fire or a leak
is detected, do not approach the ve-
hicle. Secure the scene using noon-
sparking markers or cones. DO NOT
USE FLLARES!

Approaching the CNG or LPG
vehicle that is leaking tuel or on fire
should only be atternpted when wear-
ing proper protective clothing and seli-
contained breathing apparatus. If you
do not have the proper protective gear,
equipment and training (o deal with
fire or HazMat emergencies, do not
approach the vehicle. Create a safe
zone and contact the proper response
units in your area,

The greatest hazard of the LPG
containers exposed to fire or excessive
heatis BLEVE (boiling liquid/expand-
ing vaporexplosion). However, a CNG
container exposed to fire can also fail,
releasing dangerous amounts of fuel
and/or flame. When LPG fuel contain-
ers become compromised, the fuel con-
verts from a liquid to a vapor that could
rapidly produce a sizable cloud which
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may ignite and flash back to the fuel
source.

[ mm=e ETHANOL POWERED 3=,

Methanol or Ethanol

Locate the fuel source -- Metha-
nol or Ethanol use the vehicle’s exist-
ing fuct tanks. Bus fleets arc conunon
users of these two types of fucls.

Handling emergency
incidents -- If there is no fire or leak,
carefutly approach the vehicle, turn off
the driver’s ignition switch and set the
parking brake or use wheel chocks o
secure Lhe vehicle.

If fire is present, avoid the ve-
hicle, secure the area and deny entry.
Caution: a fire fucled by methanol or
ethanol burns bright blue and can be
difficult to see on a clear day. If there
is an obvious leak, you may approach
the vehicle, but use the same caution as
when working around a traditional-
fucled vehicle. When a leak or fire
exists, call fire or HazMat services.,

If you do not have the proper
protective gear, equipment and train-
ing to deul with fire or HazMat cmer-
gencies, do not approach the vehicle.
Create a safe zone and contact the
appropriate response units in your area.

DO NOT USE FILARES!

(Continied on next page)
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Electric

Locate the fuel source -- Look
for an electric charging port on the side
or frontof the vehicle, the electric logo,
a stepped-up roof line or a distinctive
profile. These vehicles are powered by
bauleries, as high as 300 volts, usually
located under the hood, in the trunk or
under the vehicle.

Handling emergency
incidents -- If there is no fire or battery
liguid leak, carefully approach the ve-

hicle, turn ofT the driver’s off/on switch
and set the parking brake or use wheel
chocks to secure the vehicle. If smoke
is visible, NO ONE SHOULD AP-
PROACH THE VEHICLE without self-
contained breathing apparatus. Toxic
fumes and vapors from damaged bat-
teries can be carried in the smoke or
steam.

Il the vehicle is on fire, or an
obvious leak is detected, do nol ap-
proach the vehicle. Secure the scene
with non-sparking markers or cones
and call the proper response unit. DO
NOT USE FLLARES!

When anelectric vehicle hasbeen
in a severe crash and the nommal safety
features have been compromised, avoid
approaching the vehicle when there is
arcing under the hood. Never cut inio
the battery pack or the traction cable,
even if the high voltage has been shut
down, because the battery pack can

remain charged.

Since there still maybe toxic
fumes present around the vehicle after
the fire is contained, only those with
proper protective gear, equipment and
training should participate in the
cleanup.

Post-crash safety precautions are
critical, and it is imperative that law
enforcement and other emergency per-
sonnel familiarize themselves with the
differcnces between allernative and
conventional fuels.

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, Office of En-
forcementand Emergency Services has
produced a publication eatitled: “1den-
tifying and Approaching Alternative-
Fueled Vehicles.” You may obtain a
copy by Internet: hup://
www.nhisa.dot.gov (and follow direc-
lives to Police Traffic Services).
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Listening is only
half the fun.

Popular Communications
is the other half."
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The World's largest, most authoritative monthly magazine for Short Wave
Listening and Scanner Monitoring. Read by more active listeners than all other
listening publications combined! If you enjoy radio communications you'll love
Popular Communications.

Get fast home delivery of Popular Communications and save $15.45 a year
over the newsstand price. Save even more on 2 or 3 year subs.
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City State Zip
O 1 year 12 issues ....$19.95 [J 2 years 24 issues....$38.00 [J 3 years 36 issues .....$57.00

Canada/Mexico—one year $22.00, two years $42.00, three years $63.00. U.S Dofllars.
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Foreign Air Mail-one year $77.00, two years $152.00, three years $228.00. U.S. Dollars

Allow & to 8 weeks for delivery

Exp Date:

O Check O Money Order [ MasterCard O VISA O AMEX O Discover

Mail your order to:

Popular Communications
76 North Broadway, Hicksvllle, NY 11801 Telephone 516 681-2922; FAX 516 681-2826
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A Monumental Classic

. . The 29. Since hitting the road over a
decade ago, the most talked on, most traveled, most dependable CB
of our time has been renamed. THE 29 LTD CLASSIC. Continuing to prove itself as the CB that
comes thru loud and clear, time and time again. Maybe it was meant to roll forever.
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