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REACT International is looking for a Editor for The REACTer! This position offers a nominal 
salary, which will be determined at the time of hire. The successful candidate will have 
excellent writing skills, the ability to collect information and news, particularly Team 
News, for the magazine, and be able to work either with Adobe InDesign, Adobe Page-
maker. The REACTer is the primary communications tool between the members and  

REACT International and so plays a very important part in the organization.  

Contact REACT International Office at (301) 316-2900 or email at RI.HQ@REACTIntl.org

The REACTer (ISSN 1055-9167) is 
the official publication of REACT 
International, Inc., a non-profit 

public service corporation.  

©2022 REACT International, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved, print or  

electronic.  

John Capodanno 
Editor  

DEADLINE: 15th of the Month pri-
or to publication (i.e: September 

15th  for October issue, etc)

REACT International, Inc.  
Post Office Box 21064 

Glendale, CA 91221-5164 
(866) 732-2899 (US Only)

(301) 316-2900 (International)

Your article and photo  
submissions are vital to our  

success! Articles, high resolution 
photos and inquiries about  
advertising in The REACTer  

can be emailed to: 
edtor@theREACTer.com  

The REACTer magazine is available 
and open to all interested  
persons at: www.thereacter.com  

REACT Teams and Councils may 
reproduce articles and inforation 

from The REACTer with  
appropriate sourcing and credit.  

Opinions expressed in The  
REACTer are those of the authors 

and, unless specified, do not  
necessarily reflect those of  
REACT International, Inc.  

Unless otherwise specified,  
photos are from the REACT Team 

featured in the accompanying  
article or from  REACT  

International  

Editor's Position 
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REACT International’s 60th Anniversary Celebration 
An Attendee’s Account  

Submitted by: Ravindranath “Robby” Goswami, 9Z4RG/NZ4RG, Region 9 Director 
 
REACT has been around for 60 years! 
 
Referred to as the Diamond Jubilee, 60 years is by no means a short time.  In fact, it is a 
commendable achievement for the organization, one that should not go unrecognized.  
To this end, REACT International, Inc. held a special celebration event on Monday, 8th 
August 2022.  The venue was the Aria in Las Vegas. 
 
The celebration was in the works even before the COVID-19 pandemic began.  
Uncertainty dominated during the 2020-2021 period.  Regrettably, many people 
worldwide succumbed to the virus, as at writing according to the WHO over 6.5 million, 
including REACTers, and members of their families.  We extend condolences to 
everyone who has lost loved ones.  In addition to the economic and supply chain 
challenges, the heavy restrictions added to the uncertainty.  In the case of Trinidad and 
Tobago, where the author lives, borders were completely closed for approximately 1½ 
years. By mid-2021, it appeared that all systems were a go, that the celebration would be 
possible.   However, due to the difficult economic and other prevailing conditions, it 
was likely that attendance would not be all that great. 
 
Nonetheless, plans were put into motion by the celebration committee chaired by Will 
Stanley to ensure a successful event.  The venue, activities, and logistics were planned 
and advertised over several issues of the REACTer to inform the membership that, barring 
any unforeseen circumstances, the event was still on. 
 
The rest of this article summarizes the author’s experience and is therefore written in the 
1st person.  
 
I filled out the registration form around December 2021 and sent the payment to the 
office.  The committee would have wanted to know about commitments as early as 
possible and also to obtain funds in order to make the usual downpayment to the venue. 
 

 



Given the list of speakers, including the very well-known Gordon West, WB6NOA, 
whose books many-a-ham would have used in studying for their ticket, the event was not 
to be missed.   
 
I had to apply for leave from my workplace and to make travel arrangements.  Flights 
from Trinidad and Tobago to Las Vegas are expensive, but the earlier that bookings are 
made, sometimes better fares can be had.  Additionally, rates at the Aria are typically 
high, so I decided to stay off property, as usually done when attending Board Meetings. 
Speaking of which, members may or may not be aware, but Directors and Officers pay 
100% of all expenses (transportation/flights, accommodation, meals, etc.) to attend Board 
meetings. 
 
I rented a car from Hertz, which makes it easy to walk off the plane, take a shuttle to the 
rental center, walk to the car and drive off.  It is pretty easy to drive to the Aria, park in 
the garage, and then make your way to the venue.  Within the last few years, Aria, as 
have all MGM facilities, started to charge for parking, but for 1 day, it wasn’t too bad. 
 
One of the nice things about visiting Las Vegas as a ham radio operator is that there is a 
brick-and-mortar Gigaparts store nearby (the AES store close a couple of years ago).  So 
I usually take the opportunity to stop by and pick up a few things.  There are many 
activities to do and things to see in Las Vegas, so there is never a dull moment. 
 
On the day of the celebration, upon arrival, each attendee visited the registration desk to 
receive their packages, which included a 60th Anniversary laptop bag, pins, patches, and a 
computer.  The celebration was in two parts.  Part 1 involved presentations by speakers, 
all of whom were subject matter experts in their own right.  Part 2 was the celebration 
dinner. 
 
Will Stanley, committee chair, kicked things off to start the event.  Ryan Reid was the 
audio and IT engineer who looked after the audio system and virtual platform.   Brian 
van Meter assisted with many areas of logistics but was also the defacto photographer. 
 

  
 
The anthems of the nations in attendance were played.  John Capodanno opened by 
welcoming everyone and thanking all attendees, contributors, and speakers that have 
made the event possible. 



Presenting first was Dan Berc, the Warning Coordination Meteorologist of the National 
Weather Service, Las Vegas, on the importance of Skywarn, NWS, and Amateur Radio. 
Up next, live via Zoom, was Gordon West, Author, on radio communications and REACT 
in emergencies and disasters. 

After a break for lunch, Anderson Bennett, FCC Field Agent, delivered a presentation on 
the role of the FCC.  Mary Hicks, CERT expert, presented on the importance of CERT. 
Ron McCraken, a past President, spoke to cap off the presentations with words of 
encouragement and provided REACT promotional materials to all attendees for their 
teams.  All speaker’s presentations were nothing short of excellent. 

The last part of the event was the celebration dinner.  President John Capodanno was the 
MC for the evening. He welcomed and thanked everyone for attending and making the 
event a success.  A screen with the names to honouring some of the “silent mics” 
was displayed throughout the evening. Mary Hicks made and designed beautiful 
centerpieces for all the tables, which became a much sought-after souvenir.  The 
dinner was sumptuous, consisting of salad, a choice of filet mignon or salmon, and 
dessert.  An open bar was available for the evening. 



 
 

 
 
After dinner, members had the opportunity to chat in an informal atmosphere, 
reminiscing about the past activities and achievements of the organization and discussing 
the future.  The atmosphere was filled with positive vibes. 
 
Indeed, though a relatively small attendance, the celebration was a very worthwhile and 
fitting event to recognize 60 years of  “Public Service Through Communications”.  It 
was a tribue to all who toiled over the years in the name of REACT.  If you weren’t 
there, you missed out on a memorable event.  Hopefully, we can have a similar 
celebration for the 65th. 
 
David Perry was the designer of the 60th Anniversary logo, and what a great job he did. 
 
There are a couple of regrets, none of which were within anyone’s control. It was hoped 
that the wife of REACT’s founder Henry Kreer, Irene Kreer would have made it to the 
celebration.  Unfortunately, she was not able to attend after all.  One speaker, due to a 
last-minute critical work commitment, was not able to travel.  Given the effort put into 
planning and hosting the event, the number of attendees was on the small side but 
understandable given the economic and other prevailing conditions. 
 
On a somber note, Pat Knight, who attended the celebration, passed away recently.  My 
deepest condolences go out to her husband, another REACT stalwart, Lee Besing, and 
their family on this great loss. 



 

 
 
Lastly, there are many who toiled tirelessly to ensure the 60th Anniversary celebration 
came off successfully, but I would like to single out one.  President John Capodanno, put 
a lot of time, effort, and resources into ensuring its success, and for that wish to thank him 
for his generous contributions. 
 
On that note, let’s use the 60th Anniversary as a renewal for us all to ask ourselves what 
we can do to uplift and move the organization forward even further.  Yes, many 
challenges exist, but together, we can meet and overcome any obstacles in our way. 
 
I hope the readers found the brief account to be entertaining, useful, or at least 
informative.  
  
Here’s wishing another 60 years to REACT! 
 

 



Special CB Radio Net Scheduled To Recognize 
Trinidad and Tobago’s 60th Anniversary of Independence 

And REACT’s 60th Anniversary 
Submitted by: Ravindranath “Robby” Goswami, 9Z4RG/NZ4RG, Region 9 Director 

 
In 2022, REACT celebrates 60 years of continuous service, and Trinidad and Tobago 
observes its 60th Anniversary of Independence. 
 
REACT Teams in Trinidad and Tobago, under the umbrella of the REACT Trinidad and 
Tobago Council, decided to facilitate activities to recognize and celebrate the Diamond 
Jubilee.  Events held thus far included a webinar, special radio and Zello Nets, amongst 
other promotional activities. 
 
Once such activity that is still on the cards is a Special CB Radio Net.  We are likely 
aware that REACT as an organization started out using CB radio as the technology to 
fulfill the motto “Public Service Through Communications.”  Although the organization 
has incorporated all forms of communications over the years, including commercial Land 
Mobile Radio (LMR), Family Radio Service (FRS), General Mobile Radio Service 
(GMRS), Amateur Radio (ham radio), and Voice over IP (VoIP) such a Zello, CB 
continues to be used quite effectively by the organization. 
 
In Trinidad and Tobago, CB only became “legal” about 2 years ago as a result of REACT 
lobby and work with the local telecommunications authority.  As a result, we can expect 
an increase in the number of CB radios imported into the country by citizens.  REACT 
has also developed CB radio guidelines for its membership as well as the public at large.   
So it is fitting to have a Special CB Radio Net to promote this mode to the public, honour 
the past and chart the course for the future.   
 
The special CB Radio Net will be held on Sunday 2nd October 2022 at 8:00 pm TT time 
(UTC-4) and will take place on Channel 20 AM.  The net is open to all CB operators. 
 

 
 
Join us! 



On Sept. 24th, 2022. Southern MN Albert Lea REACT 

Team C-143 provided Safety through Communications for 

the 4th Annual  Out of Darkness Walk for Sucide. The 

walk is 2 miles round trip 

from Trinity Lutheran Church to a park with a mer-

maid Fountain. Had about 120 walkers that raised 

$18,000.00 on the day of 

the walk. 24 hours later 

the amount was over $40,000.00. 12 Southern MN Al-

bert Lea REACT Team  members provided Safety on 10 

street corners through 

Communications. Was chilly in the beginning, sun 

came out and the weather was warmer. Thankyou to 

the 12 Southern MN Albert Lea REACT Members for 

helping. Leland Johnson Chairperson for the Out Dark-

ness Walk for Suicide. Next Big Event is The Big 

Island Rendzvous and Festival. 5 day event. 

  Southern MN Albert Lea  

REACT   TEAM 



So. Mn. Albert Lea REACT, Inc. 
Team C-143 helped with Traffic Control  at key intersections 

on August, 13th with the  MN Bike Ride in Albert Lea, MN. 

Had 177 bike riders doing a 10 mile or 30 miles and a 50 miles 

around Albert Lea and Freeborn Cnty. A good, cool day. 



On Sept. 24th, 2022. Southern 
MN Albert Lea REACT Team 
C-143 provided Safety through 

Communications for the 4th Annual  Out 
of Darkness Walk for Suicide. The walk is 2 miles round 

trip from Trinity Lutheran Church to a park with 
a mermaid Fountain. Had about 120 walkers 
that raised $18,000.00 on the day 
of the walk. 24 hours later the 
amount was over $40,000.00. 12 

Southern MN Albert Lea REACT Team  
members provided Safety on 10 street corners through 
Communications. Was chilly in the 
beginning, sun came out and the 
weather was warmer. Thankyou to the 

12 Southern MN Albert 
Lea REACT Members for helping. Leland 
Johnson Chairperson for the Out Darkness 
Walk for Suicide. Next Big Event is The Big 

Island Rendzvous and Festival. 5 day event. 

Southern Mn. Albert Lea  

           REACT  Team 



MINUTES   
REACT International Board Meeting   

June 30, 2022   
  

The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. PDT via Zoom teleconference.,  
by Chairman Capodanno.   
  
 Roll call was taken by Secretary Paxson, Minutes Taken via Recording Secretary Paxson.  

  
   

Directors:           Officers:  
R1 – Warren Deitz - Present      President – John Capodanno - Present  
R2 – Vacant          Executive Vice President – Thomas Jenkins – Present  
R3 – Joe Zych - Present      Secretary – Kirk Paxson  
R4 – Matthew Vizzuso - Present    Assistant Secretary – Vacant  
R5 – Larry Fry - Absent      Treasurer – Russ Dunn - Absent      
R6 – Thomas Jenkins - Present    Assistant Treasurer – Vacant  
R7 – Jerry Jones – Present        
R8 – John Capodanno - Present     Guests Present:  
R9 – Ravindranath Goswami – Late   William Stanley  

  
It was confirmed that a Quorum was established.  
  

Approval of Agenda  
Director Jones moved to accept the agenda, second by Director Zych.  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y Motion Passed.  
 

Announcements 
August 8th 60th Anniversary Las Vegas  
 
  

Approval of Minutes  
Director Jenkins moved to approve the minutes from March 13, 2020, second by Director 
Capodanno. R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y Motion Passed.  
  
 

Director Elections 
 
No nominations or ballots for Region 2 and Region 5 
Region 8 Director (Exp. Exp 2025) (3yr Term) – Chairman Capodanno opened ballots. 5 votes for John 
Capodanno. Direction Jones moved to accept ballots, second by Director Zych.  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y Motion Passed.  
 
 



Closed Session 
Moved by Director Jones R7, to enter to closed session.  second by Director Vizzuso R4 6:15 p.m. 
 
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R5-Y R6-ABstain R7-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed.  
Went to closed session at 6:15 p.m. 
Returned to open session at 6:56 p.m. 
 
Director Goswami Region 9 joined meeting at 6:57 p.m. 
 

Resignation of Region 6 Director Tom Jenkins from all REACT International positions 
 Director Vizzuso moves to accept Mr. Jenkins resignation. second by Director Jones.  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Resigned R7-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed.  
 
 

 Termination of member Tom Jenkins from REACT International for violation of Section 3.7 of 
the Bylaws 

Discussion referring to REACT International Bylaws 
Director Vizzuso moves to terminate Mr. Tom Jenkins from REACT International, Inc., for  
violation of section 3.7 of the Bylaws, second by Director Zych  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R5-Y R7-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed.  
 

Committee Report 60th Celebration  
17 Members are attending, and everything is ready. Waiting for response founder’s 
wife if she will attend. 
 

Adjournment  
 
Director Jones moved to adjourn at 7:40 PM PDT, second by Director Vizzuso.  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R5-Y R7-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed.  
  
Next meeting August 28th  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
   
Kirk Paxson  
Secretary  



Pat was very active in multiple local area Amateur (Ham) Radio Clubs. She 
held an extra class ham license (AD5BR) since January 2001, coordinated the 
Volunteer Examiner (VE) Team for the San Antonio Radio Club (SARC), plus 
frequently helped other VE teams around the area. She was a current Director 
for SARC. She was the team secretary for Hill Country REACT team. Pat had 
been a member of the Alamo Area Radio Organization (AARO), San Antonio 
Repeater Organization (SARO), Radio Operators of South Texas (ROOST) and 
the Kendall Amateur Radio Society (KARS) She had been an active volunteer 
with the BikeMS / MS150 rides for Houston and San Antonio since 2003. 
When the American Diabetes Association sponsored the Tour de Cure rides out 
of San Antonio, she helped at that event as well. 

Patricia Knight 

1956-2022 

  Silent Mics 
It is with a heavy heart that we inform the REACT Family of 

the passing of these members 



TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

 RENEW BEFORE 

DECEMBER 31st 2022
Get your dues in today and save! 



TEAMM

I

TNEws 
Is EASY! 

Just follow this guideline ... 
NAME of Person Reporting- TEAM NUMBER- TEAM LOCATION 

DESCRIPTION of ACTIVITIES (Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How) 

Provide this info for each event in your report 

INCLUDE PICTURES-attach them to your email-don't send .PDFs 

(Caption: WHO, WHAT and WHERE each picture shows) 

NAME of Photographer 

SEND the entire report (with pictures attached) to: 

EDITOR@THEREACTER.COM 

�· 
So Easy, even a caveman could do it! (sorry, G eico, I couldn't resist) 

-

INTE.R.NATIOI 





$7.00 Sold Out $10.00 Sold Out 

$3.00 $3.00 $10.00 $15.00 

$30.00 $7.00 $7.00 $7.00 

$7.00 $3.00 Sold Out $6.00 

60th Anniversary Lapel Pin REACT Duffle Bag REACT beanie (stocking cap) REACT truckers hat 

60th Anniversary Patch REACT Triangle All Bands patch REACT triangle beanie REACT ball cap 

REACT 25th Anniv. belt buckle REACT  43rd Anniv. Lapel pin REACT  triangle Lapel pin  REACT  San Diego Lapel pin

REACT  30th Anniv. Lapel pin REACT  20th Anniv. 

Attendee pin 
REACT  triangle patch REACT Jr. Division patch  

REACT CATALOG 
These items are available for use by 

Teams. Current and historical items.  

Item RC1 Item RC2 Item RC3 Item RC4 

Item RC5 Item RC6 Item RC7 

Item RC1 

Item RC8 

Item RC9 Item RC10 Item RC11 Item RC12 

Item RC13 Item RC14 Item RC15 Item RC16 

ORDER TODAY! 

Contact REACT International at 301-316-2900 

(Some items may be eligible for multiple item discounts) 

Some items may also be ordered online at store.reactintl.org 



$3.00 Sold Out $3.00 $2.00 

$2.00 $2.00 $3.00 Sold Out 

$1.00 $11.00 Sold Out 

$4.00 $10.00 $10.00 

50th Anniversary Patch REACT triangle (fine) REACT 30th Anniv. patch REACT  Jr. Div. add-on patch 

Volunteer add-on patch Volunteer add-on patch orange REACT Life member patch REACT Emergency Info card 

REACT 21st Anniv. patch REACT  Foil Member sticker T-Shirt—white 
 

T Shirt—black 
 

Face Mask Baseball cap 

Item RC28 

ORDER TODAY! 

Contact REACT International at 301-316-2900 

(Some items may be eligible for multiple item discounts) 

Orders for some items may also be placed at store.reactintl.org 

$3.00 

These items are available for use by 

Teams. Current and historical items.  

REACT CATALOG 

Item RC17 Item RC18 Item RC19 Item RC20 

Item RC21 Item RC22 Item RC23 Item RC24 

Item RC25 Item RC26 Item RC27 

Item RC29 

Check back for more 

products later 

Item RC30 

Laptop case 

Item RC31 
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Saturday Zello Net @ 9 p.m. AST (9 p.m. EST 
during Daylight Savings Time, otherwise 8 p.m. 

EST) on REACT MEMBERS CHANNEL 

Download the Zello Walkie-Talkie app for  your  platform.
Create an account with a username (i.e: a call sign) and
password, then add the REACT MEMBERS channel.

Press the Push-to-Talk button to transmit.

VOLUNTEER TO BE A
NET OPERATOR!

REACT INTERNATIONAL
WORLDWIDE
ZELLO NET

Please join us every Saturday night at 9 pm EST
(8 pm during Daylight Savings Time) on the 

REACT MEMBERS
Zello Channel

All Communicators Are Welcome!
NO LICENSE REQUIRED

use your Internet connected computer or smart phone.
The Zello app is available for download from http://www.zello.com

®






